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IdEas FOR HOw TO UsE ThE SCA

12.	 So far, 97 local councils have indicated their intention to 
use the Sustainable Communities Act, according to the 
Local Works website.

13.	T he Local Works website provides a range of ideas for how 
the Act might be used – including government giving local 
authorities additional powers over transport issues (such as 
local bus operators, congestion charging, car occupancy); 
�nance matters (such as Business Link money, council 
tax second homes money, additional non-domestic rates); 
planning & environmental issues (allotment provision, powers 
over developers). One eastern region district council has 
indicated that it is looking into issues such as generic civic 
enforcement wardens (covering traf�c and environmental 
issues); and devolution of powers to licensing authorities to 
control supermarket “loss leader” alcohol sales. 

14.	 According to Local Government Chronicle, Shef�eld has 
�oated the idea of an accelerated development zone (ADZ) 
to retain more control of business taxation; Windsor & 
Maidenhead wants to take over the local �re and rescue 
service; Hampshire wants to recover strategic planning 

powers from the South East England Development Agency; 
and Cambridge has a shortlist of 4 proposals - banning the 
use of plastic bags, giving the city council traf�c planning 
powers, giving it the powers of an integrated transport 
authority, and council retention of all housing rental income.

REsOURcEs ON ThE SUsTaINaBLE COMMUNITIEs AcT

Communities & Local Government has a number of pages on its 
website devoted to the Sustainable Communities Act – they can 
be found here:
www.communi t ies .gov.uk / loca lgovernment /about /
sustainablecommunitiesact

The Local Government Association has a number of website 
pages on the SCA. They can be found here:
www.lga.gov.uk/lga/core/page.do?pageId=561616

The Local Works coalition that campaigns to implement the SCA 
has a website with information about the Act and how it might 
be used: www.localworks.org.

The LGA plans to hold a national conference on the SCA on 
Wednesday 10th June 2009.
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