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	Welcome to the latest news bulletin from Progress through Partnership (PtP), the capacity-building programme for Local Strategic Partnerships (LSPs) in the south east region. This regular newswire informs you about events, meetings and activities, and updates you on the latest thinking on partnerships from around the region and central government.

	News

	IESE supports Local Area Agreement (LAA) Exemplar Projects

	LSPs in the South East have been invited to submit proposals for funding to support the development of innovative approaches to the delivery of LAA targets. Improvement and Efficiency South East (IESE) has allocated £500,000 over two years to support LAA Exemplar Projects. The projects, which will begin in 2009/10, will focus on supporting practical activities which deliver specific LAA targets and improved outcomes for citizens, encouraging an environment where innovation can be supported and accelerated. 

A letter has been sent to all LSPs in the region outlining the full criteria and inviting proposals for projects. Proposals should be sent to celia.goddard@sharedintelligence.net by 5pm on 31 July 2009.  Please note, all proposals must be reviewed and approved by your sub-regional improvement partnership prior to submission.  
For more information, please contact Celia Goddard at PtP on 020 7756 7630.

	Kent selected as Total Place pilot

	Kent has been selected as one of 13 Total Place pilot areas. The Total Place work, which is part of Sir Michael Bichard’s work on the Government’s Operational Efficiency Programme (OEP), looks at scope for efficiency savings in the public sector through mapping public spending in upper-tier areas. Based on the 2008 Counting Cumbria work which calculated that £7.1bn worth of public money was spend across the county in 2006-7, it supports the argument for greater partnership working. Kent is the only pilot area in the south east region. More information here. 

	Local Improvement Advisors – support for LSPs

	Improvement and Efficiency South East has issued guidance on the region’s Local Improvement Advisor (LIA) support programme. LIAs are appointed individuals who can provide advice, coaching, training and mentoring to support local partnerships to deliver public services through the new performance framework and LAA/MAAs. The LIAs have a primary role in improvement and efficiency activities, to help partnerships to learn how to do things by themselves by offering face-to-face advice. For more information contact:

Alison Templeton

Improvement & Efficiency South East: 

tel: 07711 928022

email: alison.templeton@southeastiep.gov.uk.


	Events

	Selecting sustainability: the LGA Sustainable Communities Act conference

	Wednesday 10 June 2009 (9.15am-3.40pm), Local Government House Conference Centre, Smith Square, London, SW1P 3HZ.  Full details here.

	Local Strategic Partnerships ’09 – Strengthening and Promoting Partnerships

	Thursday 11 June 2009 (9am-4.30pm), Inmarsat Conference Centre, London, EC1. Full details here.

	Funding news

	Strategic Funding Programme of £10 million for the voluntary and community sector

	The Equality and Human Rights Commission is offering three-year project funding of up to £450,000 for grassroots organisations that the commission said ‘are often under-funded and under-appreciated’. One of the priority areas for funding is for applications that demonstrate a commitment to partnership working. Deadline for applications 12 June 2009. More information here.

	New grant – Regional Empowerment Partnership

	The South East Regional Empowerment Partnership ‘Every Voice Counts’ has launched a grant programme for community empowerment activities. This is especially relevant to community and voluntary sector LSP Partners. Applications between £5,000-£15,000. Deadline for applications 19th June 2009. More information here.


	PtP resources – an update

	Update on PtP Area Leads

	Each LSP in the south east now has a named PtP area lead. The area leads will provide a first port-of-call for your LSP and will provide ongoing dedicated support. The area leads have started to make contact with the LSPs in their area. For more details see the PtP website here.

	PtP Practitioner Associates

	Is your Sustainable Community Strategy (SCS) up-to-date? Does it reflect the new economic reality of the recession?  Is it aligned with the Local Development Framework (LDF) and the Local Transport Plan (LTP)?  Do you need to revise it to reflect a new set of imperatives?

If so, the PtP Practitioner Associates (PAs) may be able to help. Free at the point of use, the PAs can come and work alongside your LSP for one or a series of sessions to help tackle the task. All our PAs have considerable experience in partnership working, and can be used to scope out, or manage, the work with you. For more information contact Alison alison@seemp.co.uk. 

	LSP Self Assessments

	The latest Audit Commission suite of documents ‘Working Better Together’ includes a self assessment for LSPs - the LSP Improvement Tool. This document has been developed into an online questionnaire by the Improvement Network. PtP will be aligning with this document so that LSPs can use a single assessment for PtP central fund claims and CAA reporting.

	Reducing CO2 emissions event - outcomes

	This event looked at approaches to delivering National Indicator (NI) 186 – per capita reduction in CO2 emissions. The outcome note from the workshop is available here. 

	Upcoming PtP Events 

	Developing a partnership response to the recession

	PtP will be hosting three sub-regional events to share the latest thinking on how partnerships are responding to the economic situation, highlighting the proactive approaches that are being taken and the role partnerships can play in responding to the recession, driving recovery and preparing for the upturn. These events will be useful to LSP partners and elected members. Dates and locations:

· 18 September – Southampton

· 7 October – Kent

· 18 November – Milton Keynes

To register your interest in this event please email Gemma Hardman at gemma@seemp.co.uk. 
Councillors’ role in improving local performance

	These events in the autumn will be aimed at frontline councillors – particularly those not actively involved with strategic partnerships. They will focus on the role of councillors in improving local performance and how partnership working activities can strengthen local councillors’ role. They will aim to increase front-line councillors’ awareness of the partnership landscape and the opportunities it offers, including the following topics:

· Strengthening political engagement in partnership activities - community leadership and the changing role of councillors

· Implications of the economic downturn - what efficiency opportunities do partnerships offer?

· How can councillors influence partnership activities and hold them to account? What is the role of scrutiny? 
· Getting to grips with the new assessment landscape – what will CAA really mean for councillors?
Dates and locations to be confirmed. For more information, contact ptp@seemp.co.uk. 

	Have your say…

	Improvement and Efficiency South East (IESE) – engagement survey

	Improvement and Efficiency South East is the Regional Improvement and Efficiency Partnership (RIEP) for the south east. Their online questionnaire survey is for elected members, local authority officers and their partners. We would be very grateful if you could please complete - it takes just a few minutes. The survey can be found here. 

	Progress through Partnerships (PtP) is the south east region’s capacity building programme for local strategic partnerships (LSPs).  It is governed and funded by Improvement and Efficiency South East (IESE) – the regional improvement and efficiency partnership for the south east.
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