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	Welcome to the latest news bulletin from Progress through Partnership (PtP).  This regular newswire informs you about events, meetings and activities, and updates you on the latest thinking on partnerships from around the region and central government.

	News 

	New round of PtP Central Fund announced

	All Local Strategic Partnerships (LSPs) in the south east will be eligible once again to claim against the PtP central fund: £6,000 per LSP will be available for capacity building activities. Following feedback from the last round, LSPs will have more time to deliver against agreed activities. Details are on the PtP website here. 

	New DCLG report out: Long term evaluation of LAAs/LSPs 

	The ‘Report on the 2008 survey of all English LSPs’ has just been published (28th July 90) and is accessible here. PtP is mentioned as providing good support on page 32. The report is by a consortium of organisations including Liverpool John Moores University, Office for Public Management (OPM) and Davy Jones Consultancy.

	Comprehensive Area Assessment 

	The next CAA deadline is 25th September, when areas and local authorities need to provide any remaining evidence for inclusion in the 2009 CAA assessments. The Inspectorates have been gathering evidence throughout July and have shared their initial judgments with local partners. You can access the CAA timeline here. The Audit Commission is also launching a new website on 10th December, oneplace, on which CAA reports will be published. The site will provide jargon-free, easy-to-read summaries of how local public services are doing in the area and around the country. To keep abreast of CAA developments, subscribe to the e-bulletin CAA Now here. Hambleton LSP has published a new learning resource based on its own CAA experiences – on the PtP database here.

	Total Place 

	Communities Secretary John Denham has today made a new announcement about the pilots – details here. To find out more about the Kent Total Place pilot book a place at the PtP event on 7th October, Developing a partnership response to the recession, which will explore how Kent is using the Total Place pilot  to form a cornerstone of their response to the changed economic climate.  

	New consultation – Strengthening Local Democracy

	The Department for Communities and Local Government (CLG) has opened a public consultation which Ministers claim is the ‘biggest single transfer of power to local government in a generation.’

Under the proposals councillors would be given enhanced powers of scrutiny; new control over more than £100bn of public money a year; a new discretionary power to raise a supplement on the business rate and retain funds to support local projects aimed at economic development; powers to commission education and training for 16-19 year olds via a transfer of funding worth around £7 billion a year from the Learning and Skills Council (LSC) to local authorities from next year (2010); and the opportunity to go beyond the Government's national climate change targets. Access the consultations here.

	Scrutiny of Local Area Agreements – preparation for partners

	Whilst the new guidance on the scrutiny powers of partners (including LSP partners) is still awaiting publication, the Centre for Public Scrutiny has produced an online interactive ‘wiki’ on the issue. The information on the wiki can be used by councils to create a short guide for partner organisations, and local information can be added at selected points.

	Sustainable Communities Act (SCA) - latest

	The 31st July deadline for Councils to submit proposals under the SCA is fast approaching, and the LGA reports over 70 proposals received so far. In the meantime, Local Works has drafted the Sustainable Communities Act Amendment Bill and had it introduced into Parliament. This Bill will create an ongoing 'rolling' programme for communities and councils to submit proposals to government after 31st July 2009. It will also formally include Parish and Town Councils in the Act's process.

	Upcoming PtP events

	Responding to the economic downturn - the role and potential of partnerships

	PtP is hosting three sub-regional events to share the latest thinking on how partnerships are responding to the economic situation, highlighting the proactive approaches that are being taken and the role that partnerships can play in responding to the recession, driving recovery and preparing for the upturn. These half day events will be useful to all LSP partners, partnership officers and elected members.  The Maidstone event will highlight how Kent is using the Total Place pilot as a key part of their response to the changed economic climate.

· 18th September, Southampton 

· 7th October,  Maidstone Kent 

· 18th November, Milton Keynes  

Details and an online registration form on website here.

	Getting the most out of partnerships

	This event for councillors – particularly those not actively involved with strategic partnerships –aims to increase awareness of how elected members are using partnerships to deliver better services for their constituents.
· 16th October, Basingstoke 

· New Year 2010 – date and details to be confirmed – Oxfordshire
Details and an online registration form on website here.

	Funding news

	Department for Work and Pensions (DWP) – Future Jobs Fund deadline

	In April, the Government announced the creation of a £1 billion Future Jobs Fund to which local authorities and other organisations can bid to create around 150,000 new jobs for 18-24 year olds at risk of becoming long-term unemployed. The next deadline for bids, to start employees in work in January 2010, is the end of September. Find details of the Fund here.

	PtP resources update

	New - Induction Guide for new members of LSPs

	The PtP Practitioner Associates have produced a template document, intended for adaptation by LSPs across the region, according to local circumstances and needs. The Guide gives an overview of the work of LSPs generally, and generic information on aims and objectives, membership, structure, guiding principles, key roles, and accountability. Access the Guide here.

	New toolkit – Partnership approaches to the recession

	This toolkit highlights initiatives in Southampton, Milton Keynes and Kent which have taken a partnership approach to responding to the recession. It provides useful lessons for LSPs around:v

· Proactively measuring the changes in local impacts, and gathering intelligence in order to identify those local agencies in need of support or resources;

· Ensuring the appropriate mechanisms are in place for decision-making and delivery; and

· Reviewing longer-term plans to reflect the way in which the recession is effecting or even reshaping their local economy, housing market and local communities.

	Women in LSPs report

	This report, published in 2007 by Oxfam, Urban Forum, and the Women’s Resource Centre, questions whether or not there is sufficient representation of women and women’s interests on LSPs. The report is available on the PtP website here.

	IESE news

	IESE embraces new media

	Improvement and Efficiency South East (IESE) has launched a brand new YouTube channel. The channel, available via http://www.youtube.com/user/Southeastiep, showcases a range of short films and video case studies, including. How to vote; Using your councillor; How to make a Freedom of Information request; and Being a councillor. You can also follow IESE work in the region via Twitter, accessible here.

	Progress through Partnerships (PtP) is the south east region’s capacity building programme for local strategic partnerships (LSPs).  It is governed and funded by Improvement and Efficiency South East (IESE) – the regional improvement and efficiency partnership for the south east.
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