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	Welcome to the latest news bulletin from Progress through Partnership (PtP).  This regular newswire informs you about events, meetings and activities, and updates you on the latest thinking on partnerships from around the region and central government.

	News 

	Deadline for outline PtP Central Fund projects: 30th November

	All Local Strategic Partnerships (LSPs) in the south east are eligible once again to claim against the PtP central fund: £6,000 per LSP will be available for partnership development activities. Following feedback from previous rounds, a longer lead-time has been built into the grant programme, allowing LSPs more time to plan activities. An application form and guidance can be found on the PtP website here. 

	Timeline for decisions on LAA Exemplar projects

	A decision on the successful projects will be taken by the IESE Community Engagement Theme Board on 15 September 2009. All LSPs/organisations who submitted a proposal will be notified of the decisions and given feedback. Successful projects will then be contacted about project monitoring and shared learning activities, and how to access support from the PtP team. Any queries please contact Celia Goddard, tel 020 7756 7630.

	Report on the 2008 survey of all English LSPs 

	A report on the findings of the 2008 national survey of LSPs was published on 28th July. The report, by Liverpool John Moores University, the Office for Public Management (OPM) and Davy Jones Consultancy and is accessible here. Look out for more details of the findings in the forthcoming September issue of PtP News.

	New risk management tool from Audit Commission 

	The Audit Commission has launched a new diagnostic and improvement tool, aimed at improving strategic risk assessment arrangements in local public bodies and partnerships. The tool covers the topics of risk, leadership, risk strategy and policies, people, partnerships, risk management processes, risk handling and outcomes, and has three parts: 
· self-assessment on-line SNAP survey 

· comprehensive diagnostic 

· workshop scenarios to use after the analysis to help develop the understanding and approach of governors and paid staff. 
The tool is available here.

	New DCLG report: Effective Partnership Data Management 

	This new report, published 30th July, presents the findings of a detailed study on data sharing in the partnership context. Local Area Agreements as part of the new performance framework have established the basis for cross partnership working in order to better respond to local needs. Working in partnership presents data sharing challenges but also opportunities to utilise data and information in ways that can potentially transform service delivery. The Effective Partnership Data Management feasibility study looks at the case for supporting improved data sharing across and between different tiers of government (and their partners); developing a scalable model for how improved data sharing can work in practice in a partnership setting; and ascertaining how potential benefits could be realised from data sharing. The report is available here.

	Local Economic Assessments: Draft statutory guidance

	The primary purpose of local economic assessments should be to inform both county and district councils’ sustainable community strategies and, in turn, their local area agreements (LAAs) and the economic interventions of local strategic partnerships (LSPs), according to recent draft statutory guidance published by the Department of Communities and Local Government (CLG). The Local Democracy, Economic Development and Construction Bill places a new duty on county councils and unitary district councils to prepare local economic assessments. The Government intends the duty to come into force in April 2010 and plans to formally consult on statutory guidance once the Bill has been enacted and the relevant provisions are in place (expected to be in the autumn) but the draft guidance aims to give local authorities and partners early sight of the Government’s thinking on how the duty might be carried out. The draft guidance can be found here.

	Croydon’s Beacon Open Day: Raising Economic Prosperity through Partnership

	Croydon has been identified as a beacon for raising economic prosperity through working in partnership and will be hosting a Beacon Open Day on Thursday 15 October to showcase its good practice through a series of workshops. Venue: Croydon Town Hall, Katharine Street, Croydon CR9 3JS Time: 9.30am to 3.00pm. Details here (pdf).

	Centre for Cities – new research on the recession

	This independent research organisation has produced a series of papers looking at the impact of the recession on cities in the UK, Surviving Recession. Themes include youth unemployment and how the fiscal squeeze is likely to impact on public sector jobs. Read more here.

	Upcoming PtP events

	Responding to the economic downturn - the role and potential of partnerships

	There are still places on the PtP-hosted sub-regional events on how partnerships are responding to the economic downturn. These half day events will be useful to all LSP partners, partnership officers and elected members. 
· 18th September, Southampton, Civic Centre
· 18th November, Milton Keynes, Chrysalis, Camphill Community  

Details and an online registration form on website here.

	Total Place

	To find out more about the Kent Total Place pilot book a place at the PtP event in Maidstone on 7th October. Total place, shrinking public expenditure and the role and potential of partnerships  will explore how Kent is using the Total Place pilot to review the way public services are delivered.  Read Communities Secretary John Denham’s recent announcement about the pilots – here.  The Place Survey and Total Place bulletin, published in July by the Centre for Local Economic Strategies, is available (to members, or to purchase) here.

	Getting the most out of partnerships

	PtP will be running a series of events for councillors – particularly those not actively involved with strategic partnerships – aim to increase awareness of how elected members are using partnerships to deliver better services for their constituents. Dates in the new year will be announced shortly.

	Funding news

	Community grants totalling £1,250,000 available to South East community groups

	Round 3 of the European Social Fund 2008-10 programme, community (ESF) grants, has been announced.   The aim of the programme is to fund small organisations, and priority will be given to those who have been in receipt of less than a total of £300,000 income over their last three financial years.  Grants of up to £12,000 are available to third sector organisations in the South East who support the most disadvantaged individuals to access further learning opportunities or progress to employment. People benefitting from these grants will be experiencing barriers to access services and will not be in paid work or be economically inactive with priority given to lone parents, women, people with health/disability issues, older people (50 yrs plus) people from ethnic minorities and diverse communities. The minimum age is 16 years. Details and application forms are available on the Surrey Community Action website www.surreyca.org.uk  or can be obtained by contacting Graham Phillips, South East Region Community Grants Manager, email: communitygrants@surreyca.org.uk , tel 01483 459292 ext 237.

	PtP resources update

	New toolkit – Partnership approaches to the recession

	Drawing on case studies from Southampton, Milton Keynes and Kent, this toolkit provides useful lessons for LSPs around:v

· Proactively measuring the changes in local impacts, and gathering intelligence in order to identify those local agencies in need of support or resources;

· Ensuring the appropriate mechanisms are in place for decision-making and delivery; and

· Reviewing longer-term plans to reflect the way in which the recession is affecting or even reshaping their local economy, housing market and local communities.

	Induction Guide for new members of LSPs

	The PtP Practitioner Associates have produced a template document, intended for adaptation by LSPs across the region, according to local circumstances and needs. The Guide gives an overview of the work of LSPs generally, and generic information on aims and objectives, membership, structure, guiding principles, key roles, and accountability. Access the Guide here.

	  LSP website-tracker

	In an article in the March 09 issue of PtP News, ‘The public face of LSPs’, PtP suggested in a checklist eight indicators of public accountability, transparency and user-friendliness in LSP website homepages. Responses to our follow-up survey of LSP Officers were almost all positive.  However, PtP’s latest snapshot survey this week reveals that still only half the LSP homepages give the LSP Chair’s name, and fewer than half give a list of members’ names.

	LSP moves

	BERKSHIRE Alan Magness is LSP Coordinator of the Reading 2020 Partnership (part-time, Tuesdays and Thursdays). 
HAMPSHIRE We are pleased to say that Enid Ashley continues as a PtP Practitioner Associate, although she has now retired from her role as LSP/Community Strategy Adviser for Havant Borough Council. The interim contact at Havant is Tim Slater, Head of Organisational Development. 
KENT Welcome to Janice Wason, the new Partnership Director of East Kent LSP, who is supported by Marie Hamm (née Newell), and Shirley Lewis, back from maternity leave. Welcome also to Graeme Brown, who takes over from Colin McLean on the Kent Partnership. Colin is now working on Thanet Works and Margate Task Force. At Tonbridge Wells, the LSP contact is Raymond Warren, Head of Community and Corporate Planning, while Nazeya Hussain, Head of Service, is on maternity leave. Jean Wood, Partnership Officer in Swale, started in January. At Maidstone, while Paul Taylor now manages the LSP, Jim Boot, Community Planning Co-ordinator, leads on the Sustainable Community Strategy. 
OXFORDSHIRE  Ben Threadgold, formerly the LSP Coordinator for the West Oxfordshire Strategic Partnership, has moved to the County Council, and Astrid Blackburn, Partnership Development Officer, is the new WOSP LSP Practitioner. SURREY Joanne Jones is now Partnership Liaison Officer for Spelthorne LSP. 
EAST SUSSEX Jocelyn Tilbrook is Policy and Partnership Officer for Hastings and St Leonards LSP while Shabana Bayjou is on maternity leave. WEST SUSSEX  Ruth Goldstone, back from a year’s career break in New Zealand in February, is now the contact for both Adur in Partnership and Worthing Together.

	If you would like to be added to the circulation list for this newswire, or if you no longer wish to receive it, please contact ptp@seemp.co.uk

	Progress through Partnerships (PtP) is the south east region’s capacity building programme for local strategic partnerships (LSPs).  It is governed and funded by Improvement and Efficiency South East (IESE) – the regional improvement and efficiency partnership for the south east – and delivered by South East Employers and Shared Intelligence. 
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