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	Welcome to the latest news bulletin from Progress through Partnership (PtP).  This regular newswire informs you about events, meetings and activities, and updates you on the latest thinking on partnerships from around the region and central government

	Upcoming PtP events

	Developing a partnership approach to the recession
click here

	18th November, 9.30am start, half day Milton Keynes, Chrysalis, Camphill Community
There are still places on this PtP-hosted sub-regional event, which will explore how a collaborative effort from local delivery agencies can help areas respond to the impact of the recession. Delegates will hear about sub-regional work, and the Milton Keynes Economic Task Group, and will have an opportunity to share learning around local challenges and approaches. It is open to all LSP partners, partnership officers, economic development officers and elected members. Details at link above.

	PtP Annual Conference: The Future of Partnerships
click here

	4th December (10-3.30), The Oval, London
This conference will bring people together to find out more about how a partnership approach can drive forward service transformation and efficiency savings in a changing landscape. The event will consider:

· The future shape and impact of partnerships in leading localism and community leadership

· How  elected members are increasingly able to use partnerships to engage partners and improve service delivery  

· What the research can tell us about building effective partnerships

· Results and impact of the first round of CAA 

· Learning from Total Place pilots

· Scrutiny’s relationship to partnerships

· Performance management for partnerships
Details and registration at link.

	News

	South East Regional Grand Committee meeting – transcript available
click here

	A full transcript of this meeting, ‘Identifying growth sectors of the south east economy’, held in Reading on 14th September 2009, is now available. Questions were put to the Minister for the South East, Jonathan Shaw, by the region’s MPs, on the impact of the recession on the south east; housing issues; unemployment; Comprehensive Area Assessment; infrastructure spending in mid-Sussex; improvements to the A27; and carbon capture and storage. The transcript is on the Parliament website at the link above.

	Significance of party conferences – John Ransford interview
click here

	Local Government Channel’s Stephen Horn interviews John Ransford, the LGA’s Chief Executive, on the significance of the party conferences from a local government point of view. Mr Ransford speaks about the commitment from all parties to sharing power differently at a local level and the focus on transforming services and tailoring what people need to local circumstances, particularly in light of future cuts in public expenditure. 

	£31.7m new fund for efficiency and transformation
click here

	Speaking at the SOLACE annual conference (22 Oct 09), Rosie Winterton MP, Minister for Local Government, announced new action to support value for money in public services. A 
further £31.7m of efficiency and transformation funding is to be distributed through the nine Regional Improvement and Efficiency Partnerships (RIEPs). It will help councils and local service delivery partners “identify and use innovative ways to maintain quality local services in a challenging fiscal climate, and to fully harness the power of public spending to benefit local communities”. An edited version of Ms Winterton’s speech, which includes examples of the impact of local area agreements (LAAs) on communities and on economic renewal, is available via eGov Monitor here.

	Video of Kent Gateway Project                                                                   click here  

	View a video of the Kent Gateway Project, part of Kent’s Total Place pilot, as shown at the recent PtP Total Place event in Kent on 7th October. The footage is available via the Local Government Channel Video. For more on Total Place see the Leadership Centre for Local Government website click on link above. 

	Draft CAA reports
click here

	Areas concerned with their draft CAA reports have an opportunity to refer themselves to one of the five improvement bodies in the region (GOSE, Audit Commission, South East Employers, IDeA and IESE). The main link for these contacts is through your sub-regional improvement and efficiency partnership here. There is also some Performance Improvement budget allocated to respond to the challenges identified in CAA reports. 

	Other events

	LGA Total Place conference

	3rd November 2009, Local Government House, 9.45-4pm

	Total Place – making local services better for people

This conference explores how the Total Place programme is providing a response to the challenge for future public spending and the need for a dramatic change in the way public services are funded and delivered. It looks at how this place-focused approach aims to make local services even better for people at lower cost. Details and booking information here.

	First Public Service Leadership annual conference 

	4th November 2009, Radisson Edwardian, Bloomsbury Street, London, 9-4.45pm; drinks reception til 6pm
	Collaborate to innovate

This conference will bring together leaders from right across the public services to discuss how collaborative, cross-boundary leadership can be transformed to make a real difference to the delivery of public services. Details and programme on the National School of Government website here.

	Working in Partnership to End Homelessness and Rough Sleeping: The Next Steps

	24th November 2009, Westminster, London
	Public Policy Exchange is holding a symposium. Following the progress made in reducing homelessness in Britain by two thirds, the Government outlined its commitment to providing a long-term solution to homelessness with the launch of 'No-One Left Out: Communities Ending Rough Sleeping' in November 2008, through which it also pledged to end rough sleeping by 2012. Figures released in July 2009, however, indicate that the recession has contributed to a sharp rise in homelessness, particularly in London and amongst new immigrants. Details here.

	Funding News

	European Funding and the climate change agenda

	A one-day workshop for public sector organisations and representatives from local strategic partnerships on how to access European funding is being held by Global to Local on 11th November in London - details here.

	PtP Resources updates

	Spending your Central Fund

	The first deadline for outline bids is 30th November, with final bids to be submitted by the end of February. This time there is a longer period in which to spend the money, with a final deadline of 31st July 2010 (or 24h December 2010 for staged activities) for claiming funds. Funding is contingent on completion of the Improvement Network self-assessment questionnaire, to be submitted with the bid. If you have any queries, please discuss them with Alison Craig at PtP, or with your Area Lead. Details on how to apply are on the PtP website here.
PtP Practitioner Associates are highly experienced peers available for assignments with LSPs. They are free at the point of use. View their profiles here.
Bespoke PtP Learning Modules aimed at elected Members are available on different aspects of partnership working, such as scrutiny of partnerships, using partnerships to strengthen community leadership, and economic development. Materials from previous modules are on the PtP website here.

	New PtP case study: Test Valley’s Joint Areas of Focus

	This case study explores how Test Valley Partnership managed to resolve the problem of how to get local delivery agencies to work collaboratively to address cross-cutting issues. ‘Joint Areas of Focus’ – a list of 14 objectives that the whole partnership structure is expected to deliver against – are proving to be popular and effective. Access the case study here.

	When the talking has to stop …

	PtP has published a new guide by consultant Kevin Ambrose reviewing structures and decision-making arrangements for LSPs. The 12-page guide is based on research originally undertaken for the Horsham District Community Partnership in June 2009, and features case studies from LSPs in East Sussex, West Sussex and Oxfordshire. Access it on the PtP website here.

	Other new resources 

	LGA Briefing on Sustainable Communities Amendment Act

	The Sustainable Communities Act creates a process which allows communities, through councils and via LSPs, to propose actions to support sustainability in their area. By the 31st July 2009 deadline, 301 proposals for change were received from councils. Proposals are being short-listed by a Selector body (the LGA) ready for negotiation with the Secretary of State who selects the successful proposals. The SCA amendment bill introduced by David Drew MP had its second reading on 16th October 2009. An LGA  briefing outlining the key clauses of the Bill and the LGA position is available here.
Partnerships, culture and sport

	The IDeA has produced two short booklets offering some simple advice and guidance on getting the most out of multi-agency partnerships and how to make them work better for the culture and sport sector. The first booklet, ‘Understanding strategic partnerships’ (25 pages), gives a simple breakdown of the key strategic partnerships operating in and around local government where culture and sport should be playing its part. The second booklet, ‘Successful partnership working’ (18 pages), is a deliberately simple guide to making partnerships work better. Access them here.

	News from LSP websites

	BERKSHIRE  West Berkshire is holding a free workshop for small and medium-sized enterprises: ‘Applying For Public Sector Business’ on 3rd November 2009, 5-7.30pm. The workshop is designed to help local businesses understand the public procurement process. Representatives from, and main contractors for, West Berkshire Council, Thames Valley Police, and the Royal Berkshire Fire & Rescue Service will be present. Details here.

Wokingham is hosting a job fair at the council’s offices in Shute End, Wokingham from 10am to 7pm on Friday 6 November. The event will be aimed at helping currently unemployed people to find work and will offer advice for jobseekers and a chance to meet potential employers. Among those who will be attending are National Grid, Balfour Beatty, Holiday Inn, the Royal Berkshire Fire and Rescue Service and the Armed Forces. For more information contact Wokingham Borough Council economic development officer Andy Nicholls on 0118 974 6018 and for details click here.

HAMPSHIRE  The Hampshire Senate has announced an intention of providing 500 sustainable, affordable housing units, including in rural areas by bringing forward available County Council landholdings at a discounted rate. More information here.

	Progress through Partnerships (PtP) is the south east region’s capacity building programme for local strategic partnerships (LSPs).  It is governed and funded by Improvement and Efficiency South East (IESE) – the regional improvement and efficiency partnership for the south east.
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	If you would like to be added to the circulation list for this newswire, or if you no longer wish to receive it, please contact Janine Gill at PtP janine@seemp.co.uk.  
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