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	Welcome to the ninth news bulletin from Progress through Partnership (PtP).  This regular newswire keeps you up to date with the latest news from the PtP.   It will inform you about events, meetings and activities we have planned.  We will also update you with the latest thinking on partnerships from around the region and central government.
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	News

	

	Latest PtP Newsletter

	The latest PtP newsletter has now been distributed and can be downloaded from our website. If you would like hard copies please contact Emily

	
	read more

	Invoicing for PtP credits

	Partnerships that have completed their capacity building activities should claim their allocated credits by invoicing Progress through Partnership. Invoices need to be submitted before the 31st July 2008 to be accepted for reimbursement. For more details follow the link.

	
	read more

	New PtP Administrator

	Nicola has now left PtP for pastures new and Emily Parrett has joined the team.  She will take responsibility for administrative support to the PtP programme. To find out more about Emily follow the link.

	
	read more

	PtP Vacancy – Partnership & Communications Coordinator

	PtP is pleased to be able to announce that Sarah has secured a new role as Partnership Project Manager managing the Portsmouth South East Community Improvement Partnership. Sarah’s new role will be to support a partnership which encourages collaborative working between multi-agencies including schools, community centres and statutory authorities to establish the needs of children and families supporting the ‘Every Child Matters’ and Extended Schools agenda. Sarah leaves PtP at the end of June.
This leaves PtP with an opportunity to adjust its staffing arrangements and is now advertising for the position of Partnership and Communications Coordinator.

For more information about the role and how to apply please visit the PtP website.
If your partnership has a job vacancy you would like to advertise through PtP contact Emily 

	
	read more

	PtP Learning Modules - Do you want to be a pilot?

	PtP are looking for LSPs to pilot a series of learning modules which are targeted at elected members and other LSP partners to start in July. The modules will be delivered in two hour sessions and will be offered free to each 6 pilot areas. The modules will eventually be packaged as a toolkit, alongside a facilitators guide to be delivered by PtP Practitioner Associates and/or individual LSP Managers. The six modules are:
Community Leadership - The member role in influencing partnerships and championing communities.
This module will explore the concept of ‘community leadership’ and what it means in theory and practice for all elected members.
Participatory budgeting - This module will explore what participatory budgeting (PB) is and how it fits with the partnership, community engagement and cohesion agendas.
Scrutiny of Partnerships - This module will explore how best to involve and engage partners in the scrutiny process and how this can help make partnership activities accountable to the community and ensure partnerships have democratic legitimacy.
Community Empowerment - This module will explore the concept of ‘community empowerment’ in the context of recent policy developments, including the duty to engage, the new performance framework and the forthcoming Empowerment White Paper and CAA.
LAAs and Partnerships/MAA - This module will explore what the potential issues are going to be around monitoring and reporting once the LAA agreements are signed.
New Economic Duty – This module is a briefing on the new economic duty and explores the main issues for partnerships.
For more detailed information on each of these modules and to register an interest in becoming a pilot LSP please follow the link

	
	read more

	Medway Case Studies is now online

	PtP has been gathering examples of best practice from across the region. The case study on Medway focuses on how they are strengthening their governance arrangements to deliver more effective LAAs. It explores the journey that they took to get to where they are today. To access the full case study please follow the link or for a hard copy contact Emily
If your partnership has undertaken some innovative work that would you would like to share through a PtP case study please contact Peter@seemp.co.uk with your ideas.

	
	read more

	

	

	Events

	

	PtP has begun building up its events calendar for the coming year, so keep an eye on our website for more details of up and coming events!

	LAA Indicator Workshops

	PtP together with the LAA PLUS Network are holding two events based on the top ten indicators used in the South East. These events will give LAA, skills and housing practitioners the chance to drill into the detail of the top ten indicators, as selected by top-tier authorities in the South East. Participants will have the opportunity to hear from GOSE about the rationale behind the indicators, and swap plans and ideas on how to deliver it. The two events will focus on:

1. The affordable housing indicator, NI 155 - Wednesday 2nd July 08
2. The skills indicator, NI 163 - Tuesday 15th July 08
To attend one of these workshops or to view the event programmes follow the link.

	
	read more

	Participatory Budgeting Event - An introduction to PB & examples from across the south east

	PtP’s first regional event in 2008 is being held on the 27th July 2008 at the Goodenough College in London on the topical subject of Participatory Budgeting & Community Engagement. 
The workshop aims to inform LSP stakeholders and others interested in PB about the subject and explore how to integrate PB with the work of the LSP. Participants will have the opportunity to hear the experiences of pilots in the south east and nationally. The workshop is an ideal opportunity to find out if LSPs would benefit from taking part in PB pilots and will seek the views of the participants for future support. 
For more information about the event and to book a place please follow the link

	
	read more

	PtP Annual Conference – get the date in your diary!

	The provisional date for the next PtP Conference is Thursday 23rd October 2008. More details will be available shortly including an outline of the day!

	
	

	Neighbourhood Resource Centre

	The Neighbourhood Training and Resource Centre (South East) is a government funded organisation and forms 1 of 7 other regional Resource Centres in England. Collectively the National Alliance of Resource Centres.

The south east resource centre is based in Portsmouth and delivers training and support within neighbourhoods. It helps service providers to deliver excellent services to deliver their Local Area Agreements and it helps residents to become more involved in shaping their own communities and taking responsibility for where they live.
The NTRC has a number of training courses and packages in 2008. To find out what events are in your local area contact Pauline Spencer or Helen Turner at ntrc@portsmouthcc.gov.uk or follow the link for their website.

	
	read more

	

	

	Publications

	

	Participatory Budgeting: A Draft National Strategy - Giving more people a say in local spending

	This publication is a consultation on the draft Participatory Budgeting Strategy. The document is seeking views on the strategy as a plan to achieve the Government's ambition for participatory budgeting to be used in all local authority areas by 2012.

	
	read more

	Prospectus 2008: the guide to improvement and efficiency support

	In the National Improvement and Efficiency Strategy, published on the 15 January 2008, central government agreed to publish a prospectus, drawing together proposals for simplifying support and providing information on the support available to help local authorities and their partners to deliver outcomes locally. This prospectus sets out a comprehensive picture of the support which central and local government are providing to local partners. It shows how the delivery of support will be changed to reflect a more sector- led, and simpler approach to supporting the delivery of local area agreements.

	
	read more

	

	

	Useful Links

	

	Growing Trust and Confidence

	This LSP benchmark and toolkit has been developed and is being consulted on by the IDeA.

	
	read more

	SELD - Supporting Evidence for Local Delivery

	The national evaluation of the SELD programme has now been published and the key findings emphasize a need to support the strengthening of analytical skills, capacity and capability across all levels. The evaluation emphasises the need for effective use of evidence in partnerships by identifying steps to be taken, mobilising support and demonstrating success in delivering better services as well as in achieving shared outcomes. The SELD pilot programme was introduced in 2005 to promote better use of data, research and evidence in neighbourhood renewal through the provision of technical assistance to Local Strategic Partnerships (LSPs) and neighbourhood renewal partnerships. Such support has been regarded as key to improving planning, evaluation and decision-making, leading to greater gains in closing the gap on outcomes for disadvantaged neighbourhoods

	
	read more

	

	

	Subscribe/Unsubscribe

	

	If you would like to be added to the circulation list for this newswire, or if you no longer wish to receive it, please contact Emily Parrett at Emily@seemp.co.uk. 
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