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	Happy New Year! Welcome to the seventh news bulletin from Progress through Partnership (PtP).  This regular newswire keeps you up to date with the latest news from the PtP.   It will inform you about events, meetings and activities we have planned.  We will also update you with the latest thinking on partnerships from around the region and central government.
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	News

	

	The PtP Conference – were you there?

	PtP held their first annual conference in November; it was a successful event with over 80 delegates in attendance from a wide cross-section of organisations and authorities in the south east. The event report and feedback is now available on the PtP Website. PtP will be using the discussions and questions raised at the conference to pose questions to CLG & GOSE and formulate an answer to them which will be posted on the website in coming months.

For further information about the conference or queries about using the IML Voting equipment that was used at the conference please follow the link to our website. 

	
	read more

	Programme Extension

	PtP has submitted bids to secure funding for the continuation of the teams salaries for 6 months until Sept 08. The partnership is currently undergoing the process of submitting a further bid for funding to support PtP from September and beyond.

	
	read more

	Claiming your Draw-down credits

	Many LSPs have now completed their draw-down activities and wish to claim the credits from PtP. The funds can be invoiced directly by the provider to PtP or alternatively re-claimed from area authorities that have already paid the costs initially. All invoices need to be addressed to Progress through Partnership and sent to our offices in Winchester. The address can be found on our website.
We are also asking all LSPs to submit a development plan for the next 6 months indicating what, when and how they will be spending their credits. PtP will then be able to confirm the allocation of the funds in writing and that the money can be claimed up until June 08. If these activities are not formulised soon then the allocation of the funds will need to be re-considered.
Any questions about drawing down credits please contact Peter Johnson at peter@seemp.co.uk 

	
	read more

	Do you want to gain academic Masters Credits?

	There is an accredited course on partnership working available to study at the University of Brighton. It is one of the modules on the MA in Business Management course run there and is worth 20 academic credits at master’s level. PtP works with the tutor that teaches this module and offers the opportunity to enrol on this module. If you would like further information please contact Sue Couchman on Sue.Couchman@westsussex.gov.uk

	
	read more

	Practitioner Associates Training opportunities

	There are places available on the forthcoming Practitioner Associates training day on Advanced Facilitation and Mentoring/Coaching Skills. The places are limited offering the chance to attend this two day residential style training with an excellent facilitator and group of practitioners and partners from across the region. The cost of attending the training is free including overnight accommodation, all meals, refreshments and training materials. Transport costs will not be paid. For further information about the location of the training and the course content please follow the link. If you would like to express an interest to attend please contact Sarah at Sarah@seemp.co.uk 

	
	read more

	Free Practitioner Associate Days left

	There are still free practitioner associate days on offer for LSPs to utilise when tailoring draw-down activities. This resource of experienced practitioners and chairs spread across the region are funded through PtP as an additional resource to offer peer support to partnerships on a one-to-one or group basis. If you are considering using a practitioner associate or would like more information please contact Sarah at Sarah@seemp.co.uk or visit the website.

	
	read more

	

	

	Events

	

	CLG - Strengthening Communities: Partners in Action conference

	A one-day conference is being hosted by Communities and Local Government and The Office of the Third Sector on Tuesday, 5 February 2008 at Church House, Dean's Yard, Westminster, London, SW1P 3NZ and will focus on the issues of strengthening communities through effective partnership working and investment in community anchors.
There is NO fee to attend this Conference. Deadline for Registering:  Wednesday, 16 January 2008   

	
	read more

	

	

	Publications

	

	Shaping and Delivering Tomorrow’s Places: Effective Practice in Spatial Planning

	This report uses case studies to examine how Spatial Planning is being implemented in practice. It explores the contribution that planning should be making to place-shaping which the Lyons Review sees as Local Government's core role.


	
	read more

	The New Place Survey – Government Consultation

	The New Place Survey was published by CLG in December. This will replace the Best Value User Satisfaction Survey; the government is currently consulting on the document.

The closing date for feedback is the 8th February 2008.


	
	read more

	Creating Strong, Safe and Prosperous Communities Statutory Guidance: Draft for Consultation

	The draft document, which is subject to consultation, provides guidance to local authorities and their partners on creating strong safe and prosperous communities, specifically relating to new legislation introduced in the Local Government and Public Involvement in Health Act 2007. The guidance covers, Local Strategic Partnerships, Sustainable Community Strategies, the new duty to involve, Local Area Agreements, the revised best value regime and commissioning.
The closing date for feedback is the 12th February 2008.


	
	read more

	

	

	Useful Links

	

	Performance Management Case Studies

	The IDeA are showcasing three case studies in Performance Management:
Dorset Performance Management Partnership 
Addressing the common need for improving performance management.

Wolverhampton: Performance Management
How performance management is helping Wolverhampton LSP develop its local area agreement.

Wigan Performance Management
Wigan Metropolitan Borough Council needed to improve its performance management system.


	
	read more

	LGA Improvement Newsletter

	The 6th edition of the LGA Improvement Newsletter is available from the LGA website.
This edition includes the publication of the joint LGA/CLG National Improvement and Efficiency Strategy, recognising councils' achievements in improving services in recent years and it sets out plans to simplify improvement architecture. There's also an update on the National Indicator Set, consultations on the new place survey and the Assessment of Policing and Community Safety.


	
	read more

	

	Subscribe/Unsubscribe

	

	If you would like to be added to the circulation list for this newswire, or if you no longer wish to receive it, please contact Nicola Locke Nicola@seemp.co.uk
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